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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 3-4, 6, 10, 11, 13, 14 and 25-31 are pending. 


Drawings: 

The drawings were objected to "because numerous reference numerals have been used to 
identify all variations of the same name part" Applicant submits that reference numeral 12 
refers to a planar element in each of Figs. 1, 2 and 14-20. Reconsideration of this objection is 
requested. Alternatively, Applicant requests identification by Examiner of the "numerous 
reference numerals" which are objected to. 

35 U.S.C.§ 103(a): 

Claims 1, 3, 4 and 6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 3,922,946 Grayson in view of US Patent 4,190,380 Aimer et al. 

It is submitted that the combination of Grayson and Aimer et at, even if proper, would 
fail to teach each limitation of the claimed invention. 

Claim 1 recites an oblong slot defined by a pair of opposite walls and a coupling member 
having a non-spherical elongated portion for contacting the opposite walls of the oblong slot, 
with contact between the elongated portion and the oblong slot occurring across a substantial 
length of the oblong slot Grayson does not disclose an elongated portion 10 in contact along a 
substantial length of the oblong slot 30. Cylindrical element 31 of Grayson contacts the oblong 
slot along a line or linear region and not along a substantial length of the oblong slot It is further 
submitted that cylindrical element 3 1 would not lock planar member 22 to coupling member 10 
when the elongated portion 3 1 is inserted into the oblong slot as planar member 22 would remain 
free to rotate relative to coupling member 10 (rotation about an axis of pin 3 1). 

Claim 3 recites an elongated portion of the coupling member includes a pair of generally 
parallel wall faces extending in contact with the opposite walls of the oblong slot along a length 


25767760.) 


PACE 9/1 1 • RCVO AT 4/18/2007 8:08:50 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] " SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/1 7 " DNIS:2738300 « CSID:Fulbright (MN) ■ DURATION <mm-ss):06-32 


Fulbright' <MN> 


4/18/2007 7:07 PM PAGE 10/011 Fax Server 


of the oblong slot . Pin 31 of Grayson does not have a pair of wall feces extending in contact 
with the opposite walls of the oblong slot 30 along a length thereof. 

35 U.S.C.§ 103(a): 

Claims 27-31 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent 
3,345,547 Strong. 

It is submitted that fee Strong alone fails to teach each limitation of the claimed 
invention. 

Regarding claim 27, Strong does not disclose an engaging portion befog lUH^vlfodncal 
»nH cojflacting fr« nnn-circular a part™ of the first member at mnMffte PQffltt fllOTR ft len «^ 
fhe ntm-circ"i » r ppertuwa and preventing rotation of the first member relative to said coupling 

w n i^gt ^ «n axis general ly r^niendicnlar to g direction of slot elongation when said 

engaging portion is inserted into said aperture. To the contrary, pin 65 does not prevent rotation 
of the member 61 relative to member 62 as member 62 can freely rotate about the axis of pin 65. 

35US.C.§102: 

Claims 10, 11, 13, 14 and 25-28 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Grayson. 

It is submitted that Grayson does not disclose or suggest each and every limitation of the 

claims. 

Regarding claim 10, Grayson does not disclose or suggest contact between the walls of 
the first member and walls of the coupling member occurring along a length of the slot thereby 
preventing rotation of the first member relative to the coupling member about an axis generally 
perpendicular to a direction of elongation of the oblong slot 

Regarding claim 14, Grayson does not disclose a slot preventing rotation of the first 
member relative to said coupling member about an axis generally perpendicular to the slot when 
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the elongated portion of the coupling member is inserted into the slot Pin 31 of Grayson would 
not limit rotation of member 10 relative to member 22. To the contrary, element 22 of Grayson 
is described to be movable along pin 31. Col. 3, lines 48-59. 

Regarding claim 27, Grayson does not disclose an engaging portion being non-cylindrical 
and contacting the non-circular aperture of the first member at multiple points along a length of 
the non-circular aperture and preventing rotation of the first member relative to said coupling 
member when the engaging portion is inserted into the aperture . In comparison, pin 10 of 
Grayson would not prevent rotation of member 10 relative to member 22. Col. 3, lines 48-59. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the pending claims and 
arguments. Applicant respectfully submits that, as amended, the subject application is in 
condition for allowance, and allowance fliereof is kindly requested. Should the Examiner wish to 
discuss these claims further, or should an Examiner's Amendment be needed in order for the 
claims to proceed to allowance, the Examiner is invited to direct any questions regarding this 

application to John Klos at (612) 321-2806. 

Any fees associated with a 1-month time extension may be charged to 

of the undersigned, Dep. Accnt #50-1212 (ref. 101 12708). 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tenn ant Com pany, by its attorneys, 

Dated: April 18, 2007 

Jo^^Klos, Esq. 
Registration No. 37,162 
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L J*. 
80 South Eighth Street, Suite 2100 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4320 
Telephone: (612) 321-2806 
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